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Dear Chemical and Biological Engineering Department Faculty members,
I am writing this letter as a petition to be readmitted the PhD program in the Department of Chemical and Biological Engineering here at UW Madison.  I have made significant progress as a student, scientist, and research mentor, since my preliminary exam. I have successfully defended my master’s thesis on [date]_______.  I have prepared a manuscript on [topic] outlined in my master’s thesis which will be submitted to [publication]. I have successfully finished the design and implementation of a unique reactor design for the hydropyrolysis of lignocellulosic biomass. I have shown repeatable results and carbon balances >90% for cellulose, lignin, and whole biomass hydropyrolysis with this reactor. I attended and presented at an international [Conference Title] in [Place] regarding the carbon capture, utilization, and storage. I also have mentored a summer REU student and a UW-Madison undergraduate student during the past year.
I am currently funded by [Professor] until the [semester and year] and plan to finish my PhD research in that time. I plan to utilize my unique reactor to elucidate the hydropyrolysis chemistry of lignin, cellulose, and various types of whole biomass leading to a second publication early in [date/time]. During the first quarter of 2020, we plan to have me transition to research on the [other or continuing topic], another project funded by [Professor or Company]. My current research skillset aligns with the required skillset for the _____ project. Namely, I am experienced in biomass conversion to biofuels, reactor design and implementation, reaction network analysis, NMR, and detailed product analysis. With my plan outlined above, I intend to finish my PhD research by [date], 5 years from the start of my time as a graduate student here at UW Madison. 
I appreciate being a part of the department of chemical and biological engineering.  I hope to be able to continue to improve my research skills and achieve my career goals by finishing my PhD.  I believe my accomplishments and plans outlined above show that I am on the correct path. 

Sincerely,

[Name]
